
–

April 26, 2020 – 3nd Sunday in Easter

Changes to your address, 
email or phone # please call 
Geri at the Church Office at 
252-249-3687 or email: 
stpeteronc@embarqmail.com

Reflection on the Gospel - Easter 3 (Luke 24:13-35) -Veronica Lawson, RSM 
Extraordinary things can happen if we open ourselves to the presence of a stranger on 
life’s journey. That seems to be a key element in today’s gospel passage from the 
well-known and well-loved Emmaus story. Imagine two dejected disciples (Cleopas 
and possibly his wife) on Easter Day, on the road back from Jerusalem to their home 
in Emmaus, a few kilometers away. On their journey, they encounter Jesus who has 
been raised. At first, they fail to recognize him. Their sadness at his violent death has 
blinded them to the significance of the women’s account of the empty tomb. It has 
blinded them to what is happening before their very eyes.  Jesus engages them in 
conversation and holds up a metaphorical mirror to their experience of loss and grief. 
Their hearts “burn” within them as he reveals to them the meaning of his death and 
resurrection in the light of their sacred scriptures. Yet still they fail to recognize the
one whom they have described as “a prophet mighty in deed and word.” They invite 
him to share a meal with them and their eyes are opened: they recognize him in the 
blessing and breaking of the bread they share with him. He disappears from their 
midst. They cannot contain the joy they have experienced in realizing that Jesus is 
alive and once more present to them, though in a new and transforming way.  
Cleopas and partner go straight back to Jerusalem to share this good news with the 
other disciples. Now all the assembled disciples experience powerfully the presence 
of the risen Jesus in their midst. They too pass over the women’s story. It is the 
appearance to Peter of the resurrected Jesus that is the ground of their new faith. As 
the story continues beyond today’s reading, we learn that the male disciples will also 
share a meal with him and he will open their minds to understand the scriptures. 
Everything will fall into place. The fear that has paralyzed them will fall away. They 
will not only understand Jesus’ death and resurrection in the light of the scriptures. 
They will be “clothed with power from on high” to exercise their role as witnesses to 
this great mystery.  Extraordinary things can happen to those hospitable enough to 
“break bread” with “strangers” in whom they do not immediately recognize God’s 
presence. If we open our hearts to those who have sought a welcome on our shores 
and are now awaiting permanency, we might come to participate more deeply in the 
joy of the resurrection. Opening our hearts is always a possibility while opening our 
homes is not in these days of restricted physical contact. My experience at this time 
is of reverse ministry: a young refugee couple is presently doing my essential 
shopping and leaving it on the front doorstep. Though “strangers” in our land, they 
are demonstrating what it means to be “of God”.

Readings for March 1
Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7 (22A)

Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17
Romans 5:12-19 or 5: 12, 17-19

Matthew 4:1-11

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to 
register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality 
in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of 
current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the 
Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have 
any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours.  If you are visiting us 
today, please introduce yourself after Mass!

MASS CARDS
Mass Cards are available in 
the Church vestibule on the 
literature rack and the 
Church Office. Please follow 
the instructions found with 
the cards.



Mass is available through these links
Word of Fire:
https://www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass/

Dioceses of Raleigh:
https://dioceseofraleigh.org/news/online-
spiritual-resources

Collections Last Sunday
Offertory $ 1,073

Sunday Rosary 
9:55 before Mass in the chapel.

Come join us, everyone is welcome.

PRAYER FELLOWSHIP 
Follows Sunday Mass. Join 
in for a few minutes of 
group prayer for those 
needing God’s intercession.

Visiting Church
All parishioners must have a 
security FOB in order to enter 
the Church. The doors are no 
longer be unlocked on Sundays 
& Tuesdays for the time being.
There is no distribution of 
Holy Communion yet.

The Church Office is
closed. Voicemail & emails
will be addressed by Geri at 
home during regular office 
hours (Tues, Wed & Fri , 10:00 
AM - 2:00 PM).

Donations
If you wish to donate, please 
mail to the church address.
Mail is being picked up and 
processed.

Prayer list. If you wish to have your name or 
the name of a family member added to the list, 
please e-mail or call 249-3687,
Geri in the parish office. Names removed from 
the bulletin list, it will be placed on the prayer 
list located in the Chapel.

Prayer Requests
Please keep all of the men
and women in the armed forces        
and our allies who work daily to 

keep us free and those who have returned 
either broken of mind or body in your weekly 
prayers.
 PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep the following parishioners, 
relatives and friends in your prayers 
throughout this week.
Paul Banks  
Wolfgang & Monica
Bischoff
Bette Brown
Elizabeth Brown
Mary Cancel 
Sheila Flaherty 
Dru Foster
Susan Fromm 
Karen Halloway 
Dot & Peter Hagerman
Juan Hisada 
Tony Innocenti 
Nancy Norris

George Pawlikowski 
Janine Peterson
Larry Richardson
Peggy Richards 
Pamela & Robert Ross 
Michael Sharkey 
Buddy Street
Alice Sontag
Shirley Staab 
John Valassis
Sigrid Walker
Nicholas Ward  
Georgia Mae Webb 
Lorraine Weeks

Next Session of 
Advanced Care Planning Series 

St. Peter the Fisherman WEDNESDAY 
at 2:00 pm March 11th.

Being a Health Care Power of Attorney 
WHAT does THAT mean?

A free series 
For REGISTRATION: 

Call - Geri LaBreck - (252) 249-3687

Low Gluten Hosts are available.
Please let an usher or the sacristan 
know before mass.

Readings for 3nd Sunday in 
Easter, April 26

First Reading
Acts 2:14,22-33

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 16:1-2,5,7-11

Second Reading
1 Peter 1:17-21
Gospel Reading
Luke 24:13-35

Memorial Service 
for

Donna Mannion
Saturday March 7th at 10 am

Oriental United Methodist Church 

17th Annual St. Patrick
Corn Beef & Cabbage Dinner
Saturday March 14th at 6 pm
Cost will be $20 per person
and $15 for take out.
Please sign up in the lobby, 
we will need your help.

We collect aluminum cans to recycle. 
This money goes to the upkeep of our 
cemetery. Leave cans in the kitchen in 
the can marked “Aluminum Cans”
Thank you for your continued support of 
our cemetery.

Lenten Prayer books are in the lobby

"It's Tax Time- If you would like to 
have an "official church" computer 
summary of your 2019 St Peter 
contributions, please contact the 
church office and ask them to put your 
name on the list. Indicate whether you 
wish to pick it up or would rather have 
it mailed and then confirm your mailing 
address. Thank you!"

Next Sunday is the beginning of
Daylight Saving Time.

Change your clocks 1 hour ahead

We collect aluminum cans to 
recycle. This money goes to the 
upkeep of our cemetery. Leave cans 
in the kitchen in the can marked 
“Aluminum Cans”
Thank you for your continued 
support of our cemetery.

Please pray for Wolfgang & Monica Bischoff, 
they both have the c virus and are at their 
daugther’s home in New Jersey.


